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Acts xx 28. By this council the Nestorian heretics were condemned. The fourth general council was assembled by the Emperor Marcian, in 451, at Chalcedon. This council published a confession, or definition of faith, in which the doctrine and creeds of the three preceding councils of Nice, Constantinople, and Ephesus were confirmed ; and the orthodox doctrine of the existence of two perfect and distinct natures, the Divine and human, in the unity of the Person of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, was clearly defined. Eutyches and Dioscorus, Bishop of Alexandria, who maintained that there was only one nature in our LORD JESUS CHRIST, after the Incarnation or union of the Divinity and humanity, were condemned as heretics by this council. The fifth general council., commonly called the second council of Constantinople, was convened by the Emperor Justinian, in 553; but it is only to be viewed as a supplement to the third general council, being engaged, like it, in condemning the Nestorian heresy. The sixth council, called the third council of Constantinople, was assembled in 680, by the Emperor Constant tine Pogonatus. It stands in the same relation to the fourth council, that the fifth does to the sixth. These are the only councils, says Mr Palmer, which the universal Church has ever received and approved as general. The doctrine of these general councils having been approved and acted on by the whole body of the catholic Church, and thus ratified by an universal consent, which has continued ever since, is irrefragably true, unalterable, and irreformable; nor could any Church forsake or change the doctrine without ceasing to be Christian.
Provincial councils consist of the Metropolitan and the Bishops subject to him. Diocesan councils are assemblies of the Bishop and his presbyters, to enforce canons made by general or provincial councils, and to consult and agree upon rules of discipline for themselves.
COUNSEL. Besides the common signification of the word, it is frequently used in Scripture to signify the desires or purposes of GOD, or the orders of his providence. (Acts iv. 28. and Ps. Ixxiii. 24.) It also signifies His will concerning the way of salvation. (Thus Luke vii. 30. Acts xx. 29.) This word is also used by u 2